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TO  THE  TIVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Tiverton  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1921,  supplying  information  asked  for  in  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular  to>  Medical  Officers,  dated  28th  December, 
1921. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District:  85,368  acres. 

Population  (1921):  14,281. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) :  3,548. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) :  These 
numbers  are  unobtainable. 

Rateable  value,  £135,109. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £395  16s.  6d. 


VITAL 

Births. 

STATISTICS 

OF  THE 

Total 

YEAR. 

M.  F. 

Legitimate 

...  •  .  . 

...  270 

133 

137 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate, 

2 

19.046. 

—  2 

Deaths 

...  112 

55 

57 

Death  Rate,  7.84. 

Out  of  the  total  of  112  deaths  19  were  of  persons 
between  70  and  80  years;  24  between  80  and  90;  and  opye  of 
93  years  of  age. 

One  woman  died  of  sepsis  following  child-birth. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births, 
44.117. 

Legitimate,  12;  Illegitimate,  0.  Total,  12. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages):  None. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages):  None. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) :  None. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during 
the  year,  which  can  be  described  as  an  exceptionally  healthy 
year,  and  therefore  no  special  comment  is  required. 
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Sanitary  Inspectors  Report 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  the  31st,  1921 


TO  THE  TIVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  past  year. 
1  he  financial  depression,  common  throughout  the  country, 
undeis  it  very  difficult  to1  make  satisfactory  progress  with 
sanitary  work.  Prices  of  material  and  labour  are  still 
abnormally  high.  Working-class  Dwellings  are  owned  to  a 
ai ge  extent  by  persons  of  limited  means*  rents  are  low,  and 
totally  inadequate  to  permit  a  large  expenditure  on  repairs ; 
consequently  these  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 


HOUSING,  &c. 

PLANS'  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

I  Ians  for  the  erection  of  five  new  houses,  and  alterations 
to  six  existing  houses,  have  been  submitted  and  approved 
byr  this  Council. 

Plans  for  proposed  Midland  Bank  at  Cullompton  were 
i ejected,  as  they  involved  the  reduction  of  dwelling-house 
accommodation.  Subsequently  amended  plans  were  sub¬ 
mitted  and  approved. 

CONDEMNED  HOUSES. 

A  cottage  at  Washfield,  condemned  as  unfit,  and  danger¬ 
ous  lor  habitation,  has  been  closed  by  the  owner  without  a 
Closing  Order  being  obtained. 


DEMOLITION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

three  cottages  in  Rowe’s  Court,  Cullompton,  for  which 
Closing  Orders  had  been  obtained,  have  been  demolished. 


NEW  HOUSES. 


32  new  houses  have  been 
which  21  are  in  the  Council’s 
others  are  practically  finished, 
occupation. 


completed  and  occupied,  of 
Housing  Scheme.  Several 
and  will  shortly  be  ready  for 


I  have  made  a  considerable  number  of  inspections  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts  in  the  various 
parishes,  and  furnished  detailed  reports  to  the  Housing 
Committee  as  to  the  condition  of  70  houses  found  to  be  more 
or  less  defective. 

The  nature  of  the  defects  were  as  follows : — 

General  Repairs  necessary  ...  ...  25 

Water  supplies  unsatisfactory  ...  5 

Drainage,  Closets,  etc.,  unsatisfactory  22 
Insufficient  Ventilation  ...  •  ••  5 

Dampness  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Whitewashing,' Colouring,  etc.,  required  30 

Formal  notices  of  these  defects  were  sent  to  the  respec¬ 
tive  owners  by  the  Council’s  Clerk,  asking  them  to  carry  out 
the  works  as  recommended  by  myself.  These  notices  have 
been  complied  with  in  most  cases,  and  the  work  is  still 
proceeding. 

OVERCROWDING. 

There  are  several  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district. 
Of  these  three  have  been  abated  by  removal  to  larger  houses 
I  have  endeavoured  that  to  mitigate  the  evil,  parents  should 
be  recommended  to  send  children  to  sleep  with  friends ,  this 
arrangement  is  not,  however,  very  satisfactory.  More 
houses  are  badly  needed  in  Cullompton,  Halberton, 
Silverton,  and  Wiiland. 

'  VOID  COTTAGES. 

There  are  cottages  which  became  unfit  for  habitation 
prior  to  1919:  but  the  rent  would  not  pay  for  the  repairs. 


SEWERAGE. 

The  sewers  and  outfall  works'  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
condition.  The  drainage  of  some  of  the  villages  is,  however, 
not  up  to  present-day  standards:  the  sewage,  together  with 
the  water  from  the  highway  discharges  through  old  stone 
drains,  but  the  arrangement  does  not  cause  much  trouble. 
When  necessary  these  old  drains  are  replaced  by  pi  opt  i 
socket  pipe  drains. 

BRADNINCH. — Defective  sludge  valves  at  the  Outfall 
Works  have  been  replaced  by  new  ones.  It  has  also  been 
decided  to  erect  a  six-inch  vent  shaft  on  the  sewer  in  Bui  ley  s- 
lane,  and  a  four-inch  one  on  a  branch  sewer  in  Fore-street. 
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CULLOMPTON. — A  defective  section  of  nine-inch 
sower  in  a  meadow  adjoining  the  Exeter-road  lias  been 
reconstructed,  and  manholes  provided  for  clearing  purposes. 
The  irrigation  channels  at  the  outfall  have  been  put  in  good 
order,  and  defective  wood  trunks  replaced  by  new  ones.  The 
Sedimentation  Tank  which  was  cleaned  out  and  altered 
during  last  year,  is  working  satisfactorily. 

O  t J  '  O  i/ 


SAMPEORD  PEVERELL.— -The  Septic  Tank  receiving 
the  sewage  from  cottages  in  Tiverton-road  has  been  cleared 
out,  and  is  now  in  good  working  order.  Higher  Town. — It 
would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  sewer  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  village,  in  order  to  take  the  drainage  of  cottages  which  at 
present  discharge  slop  water  on  the  highway. 


THORVERTON. — Outfall  Works  :  The  coverings  of  the 
grit  pit,  valve  pit,  and  clearing  chamber  have  now  been  made 
good.  The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  is  at  present  (by 
permission  of  Mr.  Leach)  discharged  direct  -into  a  large 
meadow  adjoining  the  works.  Before  the  watering  season 
expires,  it  will,  however,  he  necessary  to  clear  out  and 
reconstruct  at  least  one  of  the  filters,  which  are  completely 
choked ;  as  the  irrigation  area  belonging  to  the  Council  is 
only  one  acre,  which  is  totally  inadequate  to  deal  with  the 
tank  effluent  without  filtration.  I  have  prepared  plans  for 
reconstructing  the  filters  on  a  new  principle,  which  will,  I 
believe,  be  more  efficient  and  give  less  trouble.  It  will  also 
be  advisable  to  put  four  additional  fenders  in  the  main 
irrigation  channels  in  order  to  distribute  the  sewage  more 
evenly  over  the  land. 


UFECULME.—  Outfall  Works:  The  scheme  adopted 
by  the  Council  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Uffculme 
Parochial  Committee  has  now  been  satisfactorily  carried  out 
and  completed.  The  Contractors  were  Messrs.  Edwin  Harris 
&  Son,  of  Clysthidon.  The  works  consist  of  a  screening 
chamber  from  which  the  sewage  flows  into  a  sedimentation 
tank  constructed  with  baffle  wall  and  baffle  boards:  these 
latter  being  extra  deep  in  order  to  allow  the  effluent  to  be 
discharged  at  high  and  low  levels.  The  sludge  is  drawn  off 
through  valves  into  a  clearing,  chamber  from  which  it  is 
pumped  into  a  sludge  filter,  through  which  the  liquid  drains 
off,  leaving  the  solids  to  dry  and  be  carted  away  as  required. 
The  lower  outfall  has  also  been  reconstructed,  and  a  six-inch 
vent  shaft  erected  at  the  head  of  the  sewer  at  Coldharbour. 
Contract  amount,  £560.  No*  loan  was  applied  for;  the  whole 
of  the  cost  has  been  paid  out  of  the  current  rates. 
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HOUSE  DRAINAGE,  Etc, 

.In  addition  to  the  drainage  of  the  cottages  erected  under 
the  assisted-housing  scheme  18  new  drains  have  been  con¬ 
structed  for  private  owners,  and  five  drains  repaired  and  put 
in  good  order. 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

Since  the  above-mentioned  works  at  Cullompton  and 
Uffculme  have  been  carried  out  no  pollution  is  caused. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  district  in  common  with  other  parts  of  the  country 
has  suffered  from  the  abnormal  drought,  although  perhaps  to 
a  lesser  extent.  Many  private  wells  went  dry,  and  the  springs 
from  which  Bradninch,  Morebath,  and  Silverton  draw  their 
public  supply  were  at  a  very  low  ebb.  At  Bradninch  a  scheme 
for  augmenting  the  present  supply  is  in  progress.  An  adit  is 
being  driven  into  the  lull  above  Pacycombe  Reservoir,  the 
length  being  550  feet,  and  the  depth  below  the  surface  at  the 
upper  end  being  60  feet.  It  is  hoped  this  will  tap  the  water 
line  at  its  summer  level.  At  present  there  is  every  indication 
that  the  work  will  be  successful,  and  give  an  additional 
supply  of  from  15  to  20  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

At  Silverton  a  similar  work  has  been  carried  out,  but  to 
a  much  less  extent.  An  adit  has  been  driven  60  feet  into  the 
hill  above  the  higher  reservoir,  the  result  being  an  increase  of 
about  50  per  cent.  This  has  enabled  us  to  tide  over  the 
shortage,  A  connection  has  been  made  to  supply  King-street 
from  the  low-level  reservoir;  and  an  additional  fire  hydrant 
has  been  fixed  in  Tiverton  Road. 

At  Cullompton  there  is  no  piped  supply,  but  a  stream 
belonging  to  the  town  is  distributed  in  open  gutters  and 
channels  through  the  streets  and  courts.  I  took  gaugings  at 
Coombe  Farm,  a  -short  distance  below  the  source  of  the 
stream,  and  at  an  elevation  of  about  100  feet  above  Fore- 
street,  The  gauging  gave  a  yield  of  15,000  gallons  per  24 
hours,  which  may  be  taken  as  the  minimum  flow.  Drinking- 
water  is  supplied  by  private  pumps  and  wells. 

WELLS. — At  various  parts  of  the  district  12  new  wells 
have  been  sunk,  and  three  cleaned  out  and  repaired. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

Nine  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year,  all  ol 
which  were  found  fit  for  use. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Ages. 


Disease. 

under 

1 

1-2 

2-3  3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

ov’r 

65 

T'tl. 

Diphtheria . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

1. 

1  i  2 

8 

11 

7 

4 

1 

1 

36 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  ••• 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia . 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Other  diseases  ( 

generally  notif'ble  1 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1  2 

8 

14 

10 

6 

5 

2 

5 

55 

Tuberculosis 
(a)  Pulmonary 


(D  . 

Noil- 

Pulmonary 


M. 

F. 

Total 


[  T  otal 


Cases 

Notified. 

6 

7 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

.  1  ... 

0 

Deaths. 

0 

2 

13 

»  l  » «  • 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
m  cases  that  had  been  notified  during  the  year.  There  were 
seven  deaths  in  cases  that  had  been  notified  in  former  years. 
No  deaths  occurred  from  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Opthalmia 

N  eonatorum 

Cases. 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired. 

Vision 

impamed. 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  home. 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

Note  2. — On  a  case  of  Tuberculosis  being  notified  the 
patient  is  visited,  advice  tendered,  and  a  leaflet  of  instruc¬ 
tions  is  left,  also  a  sputum  flask  with  a  bottle  of  disinfectant 
fluid. 

All  notifications  received  during  each  week  are  sent  to  the 
County  and  later  on  the  case  is  visited  by  the 

Tuberculosis  Officer,  who  decides  on  the  form  of  treatment, 
v.  hether  Dispensary,  Sanatorium,  or  Home. 


On  the  removal  or  death  of  a  patient  the  premises  are 
disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


As  a  general  rule  patients  are  anxious  and  willing  to 
avail  themselves  of  Sanatorium  Treatment. 
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4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 


There  was  no  special  cause  of  sickness  in  the  District 
during  1921,  with  the  exception  of  a.  mild  form  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  which  appeared  in  various  localities  throughout  the 
District.  Thirty-six  cases  of  this  form  of  sickness  were 
notified,  being  twenty-one  less  than  in  1920. 

5.— NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

<  There  are  not  any  arrangements  in  this  District  for 
professional  nursing  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  home. 
Where  professional  nursing  is  required  the  patients  are 
removed  to  the  Tiverton  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  situated 
within  the  Borough  of  Tiverton  and  is  supported  by  the 
Borough  in  conjunction  with  the  Tiverton  Rural  District. 

There  are  no  V oluntary  Workers  or  private  Nursing- 
Associations  in  the  district. 

The  employment  of,  or  subsidy  to  Midwives  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council. 

There  are  not  any  Maternity  or  Child  Welfare  Centres 
in  the  District. 

There  is  no  Hospital  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Hospital  needs  of  the  District  are  served  principally 
by  the  (1)  Tiverton  Infirmary,  Tiverton;  (2)  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter,  and  (3)  to  a  small  extent  by  the 
Taunton  Hospital,  Taunton;  (4)  and  also  by  the  Tiverton 
Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  is  no  provision  (Institutional)  for  unmarried 
.mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children  in  the 
district. . 

For  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  kept 
in  connection  with  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

6.—  LABORATORY  WORK. 

Medical  practitioners  have  been  granted  the  privilege 
of  sending  swabs  and  specimens  of  sputum  and  blood  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  at  Exeter  for  examination;  of  this 
privilege  they  make  full  use,  and  find  it  to  be  a  great  aid  m 
their  work.  •  It  is  a  most  useful  step  in  preventative  medicine 
and  of  much  benefit  to  the  public  in  general. 


4 


# 


7.— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Tiverton  Rural  District  cannot  be  described  as  a 
“  populous  or  closely  built-up  centre.” 

There  are  30  registered  slaughter-houses,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  attends  to  the  arrangements  for  their 
disinfection  and  disinfestation  and  the  extent  of  their  use. 

The  Registered  Dairies  and  Mi lk shops  of  the  District 
are  80  in  number.  These  are  regularly  visited  and  inspected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  unspecified  dates. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Police  Authorities. 

8.—  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  of  the  Tiverton  Rural  District 
consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one  Sanitary 
Inspector,  one  half  of  whose  salary  is  paid  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

9.-— HOUSING. 

(a)  Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the 

year 

(b)  As  part  of  the  Assisted  Housing  Scheme 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  so 

dangerous  a  state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

(4)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  more  or  less 

defective  condition  and  not  included  in 
answer  3 


32 

21 

363 

3 

104 


3. — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 


Formal  notices  of  defects  were  sent  to  tfie  respective 
owners  of  the  above  104  houses  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

The  notices  have  in  most  cases  been  complied  with  and 
the  work  is  being  carried  out. 

3.  (2)  The  above-mentioned  104  houses  were  rendered 

fit : — 

(a)  By  the  owners. 

(b)  No  dwelling-houses  were  rendered  fit  by  Local 

Authority  in  default  of  owners. 
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(3)  Three  dwelling-houses  at  Cullompton,  for  which 
closing  orders  have  been  obtained,  have  been 
demolished. 

There  were  no  closing  orders  made  for  anv  other 

O  d 

houses,  beyond  the  three  at  Cullompton;  but  one 
cottage  at  Washfield  was  closed  by  the  owner, 
without  any  Closing  Order  being  obtained. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders:  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made :  None 

(3)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  -  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  :  Three 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders :  Three 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  R.  R.  POLLOCK,  M.O.H., 

Tiverton  Rural  District. 
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WATER  CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  have  been  granted  for  23  houses  during  the 
year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

64  cases  have  occurred  during  the  year,  15  of  which  were 
tuberculous.  Disinfection  in  all  cases  has  been  thoroughly 
carried  out.  Two  lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  have  been 
de  strove d. 

SCHOOLS. 

These  generally  have  been  well  looked  after,  and  are  in 
fair  condition. 

At  Silverton  improvements  to  the  lavatories  and  water 
supply  at  the  Girls’  School  have  been  carried  out,  and  an 
improvement  of  the  playground  is  contemplated. 

At  Butterleigh  I  met  the  School  Managers,  and  sug¬ 
gested  some  necessary  alterations  in  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments.  These  were  approved. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  at  Cullompton  Schools 
require  attention ;  and  I  understand  the  County  Educational 
Authority  is  dealing  with  the  matter. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  32  bakehouses,  none  of  which  are  underground. 
I  have  made  frequent  inspections,  and  find  that  the  regula¬ 
tions  are  as  a  rule  complied  with.  In  three  cases  I  gave 
verbal  notice  to  whitewash :  this  was  done  without  delay. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  3i  slaughter-houses,  four  of  which  are  of  large 
size,  doing  a  wholesale  ‘trade.  I  have  made  regular  inspec¬ 
tions,  and  generally  have  no  cause  for  complaint. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — I  cannot,  of  course,  carry  out 
anything  like  a  systematic  inspection,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  animals  slaughtered,  and  the  wide  distribution  of 
the  slaughter-houses;  but  we  are  usually  brought  acquainted 
with  any  cases  seriously  wrong. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  80  on  the  Register.  I  have  made  frequent 
inspections,  and  find  no  great  cause  for  complaint.  A  large 
quantity  of  milk  is  exported  from  the  district.  The  present 
methods  do  not,  as  a  rule,  come  up  to  the  standard  suggested 
by  the  Pure  Milk  Bill. 
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FACTORIES  ANI)  WORKSHOPS. 


There  are  158  on  the  Register.  They  are  kept  clean  ami 
in  good  condition.  Ventilation  and  sanitary  arrangements, 
are  satisfactory.  There  is  no  overcrowding.  Fire  exits  are 
provided  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

No  outworkers  are  employed  at  present. 


SCAVENGING,  REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE,  Etc. 

During  the  past  year  this  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
sati sf actory  manner . 

At  Bradninch  house  refuse  is  removed  weekly  by  the 
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Sanitary  Authority. 

Cullompton  has  a  daily  removal  in  the  main  streets,  and 
a  bi-weekly  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

Silverton  and  Uffculme  each  have  a  weekly  removal. 
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In  the  rest  of  the  district  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the 
householders. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

ROBERT  ELLIS, 


Sanitary  Inspector.. 


